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Science Careers

Describe the balance of office and 
laboratory work
I am a senior biologist working in drug 
discovery research & development 
at Almac Discovery Ltd. My role is to 
use biological techniques to evaluate 
potential anti-cancer drugs, developed 
by medicinal chemists within the 
department. A typical week will begin 
with a group discussion of day to day 
plans, setting new objectives and 
reviewing recent publications related 
to projects. My time is then divided 
between the lab and the office. In the 
lab, I carry out a variety of biochemical, 
cellular and molecular experiments, 
which can take a matter of hours to 
several days to complete. I will then 
analyse results and present findings, 
so the team can evaluate the projects 
progression. Throughout each week, 
there will also be opportunities to attend 
talks by colleagues, clinicians and visiting 
researchers to hear about their latest 
research. I am also a STEM ambassador 
and may be involved in an outreach 
programme, such as setting  
up a classroom experiment in a local 
school, or attending a careers event.

What has been your route to this post?
A-Levels: Biology, Chemistry, Computer 
Science
Undergraduate: First class (Hons)  
Applied Biochemical Sciences  
(University of Ulster)
Postgraduate: PhD Molecular Biology 
(QUB)
Postdoctoral Fellowship: Research  
fellow at the Centre for Cancer  
Research and Cell Biology (QUB)
Senior Biologist:  Drug discovery  
biologist (Almac Discovery, Craigavon  
and Centre for Cancer Research and  
Cell Biology QUB)

Would you say that being a Research 
and Development (R&D) Biologist 
represents a good career?
Research and development in any field  
is an interesting career, but it is also highly 
competitive and requires self motivation. 
Salaries in STEM posts are comparable 
to other fields with similar educational 
criteria. Companies will generally offer 
structured career paths, for example, 
progression to technical leadership, or 
senior management positions and support 
any requirements for further training. 
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How does being an R&D Biologist 
make the world a better place and do 
you find your job satisfying? 
As in most experimental research, there 
are high and low points to the daily 
tasks we undertake, if we knew the 
hypothesis was right every time, there 
would be no need to do the experiments! 
Job satisfaction comes from completing 
a project to the best of my ability, not 
being deterred by negative results and 
enjoying the successful moments. This is 
not an easy field, as many drugs will not 
proceed past clinical trial phases.  
If I can contribute to the development 
of even one product that makes it 
to the clinic, that will be an amazing 
achievement. 

What do you really like about  
your job?
I like the variety that this jobs offers. 
One day is never the same as the next 
and each project is different again. I am 
continually developing my knowledge and 
skills, whether through new techniques 
in the lab, or in the office mastering 
various computer programmes. As part 
of a new collaboration, we now have 
the opportunity to work within Queen’s 
University, which allows us to interact 
with other researchers and medical staff, 
combining skills and expertise to create 
new opportunities in drug discovery.

Can you say anything about  
the future job prospects in  
your industry?  
The manner in which we approach 
the challenges of treating diseases 
is undergoing a lot of changes. 
Multidisciplinary teams combining 
chemistry, biology and computational 
skills play leading roles in new projects. 
A wider variety of scientific disciplines 
are becoming involved in the research 
and development process, offering 
new techniques and flexible solutions. 
In particular, methods to handle and 
interpret the vast amount of data 
being generated in the industry have 
given significant rise to the need for 
computational biologists.  

Would you recommend what you  
do as a drug discovery biologist  
to other young people?
Drug discovery / oncology research is  
an ever evolving field. The drive to 
advance our knowledge and technologies 
provides great opportunities and I would 
highly recommend it to other young 
people. In general, a STEM background 
develops transferable skills that can be 
applied to a range of future careers, with 
opportunities in industry, or academia, 
or a combination, as is becoming the 
preferred model for drug discovery. 
And as often is mentioned, we need 
more entrepreneurs and STEM subjects 
provide a great base for starting your 
own spin out company!




